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Wendy McCarthy AO is one of Australia's most engaging and experienced keynote 

speakers. She enjoys talking about issues that matter in our society, including education, 

gender roles, governance, management, public health, leadership, heritage and mentoring.

In 2005 Wendy was nominated by the Sydney Morning Herald as one of Australia’s Top 100 

Public Intellectuals.

She has worked with government, corporations and community based organisations in 

education, women’s issues, public health, heritage, media and waste management and she 

has held national leadership roles in all of these areas. It is this eclectic combination that 

gives her a unique profile and network nationally and internationally.

Wendy has represented Australia internationally at conferences on women’s health and 

leadership, education, broadcasting, conservation and heritage.

In 1989 Wendy was appointed an officer of the Order of Australia for outstanding 

contributions to community affairs, women's affairs and the Bicentennial celebrations. In 

1996 she was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from the University of South Australia and in 

2003 she was awarded a Centenary of Federation medal for business leadership.

Wendy has published many articles and is the author of five books including A Fair Go - 

Portraits of the Australian Dream published in 1999 and her memoirs Don't Fence Me In 

published in 2000. Wendy is regularly called on to contribute to media discussions on topics 

of social relevance to Australians.

To contact Wendy McCarthy for radio, television, corporate or presentation 
engagements contact Peter Wall at Wall Media on 0408 489 057.

http://www.wallmedia.com.au/


Topics of some of Wendy McCarthy's recent speeches include:

 Leading Change 
 Why Mentoring Matters 
 Building a Mentoring Culture 
 Men and Women in Universities – A tale of two cultures 
 A Woman’s Place is Everywhere
 Through the Glass Ceiling 
 Finding Spaces for the Leadership of Women 
 Women and Leadership in Rural Australia
 Leadership is Everybody’s Business 
 From the Classroom to the Boardroom 
 A Passionate Journey: from grass roots activism to international governance’ 
 Good Governance and Leadership 
 Governance Across the Spectrum - not for profit and the public and private sectors, 

similarities and differences 
 Ageing Disgracefully - a public or private decision 
 Has Anyone Seen a Consumer? Persuading health systems to listen to consumers 
 Consumers - Captives or Change Agents? 
 Heritage - Who Benefits? Who Pays? 
 Why Teachers Matter 
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